
 

  

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

DOG SAFETY – PARVO VIRUS OUTBREAK 

 

Dear Tla-o-qui-aht Residents, 

 

CARE Network has confirmed that the PARVOVIRUS is active in Ty-Histanis and may be responsible 

for the death of at least three dogs over the last few days. This is a very serious virus that can kill 

dogs quickly. All dogs should be kept at home to keep the virus from spreading.  

If your dog is moving slower than usual, seems extra sleepy, doesn’t want to eat, is vomiting, 

or has diarrhea, please let the CARE Network now (250 266 9663) and get your dog to the vet 

ASAP for testing and treatment – dogs with parvovirus need to be admitted to hospital to be 

properly treated. 

The majority of dogs with parvovirus survive if veterinary treatment is received soon after they 

become sick.   

Parvovirus spreads very quickly (on feet, shoes) as it can live outside in the grass, on concrete or in 

the mud for years. If you suspect that your dog may have the parvovirus, please keep him or her 

away from other dogs and clean up any poo/diarrhea and disinfect with a 1:30 bleach to water 

solution.  

Anywhere that a dog infected with parvovirus has been should be considered contaminated. This 

includes footwear and clothing worn by people who have handled the dog while it is sick. Generally, 

if a dog has been in your house any room the dog has been in should be considered contaminated, 

any room the dogs bedding has been in should be considered contaminated and if the dog has been 

in the yard the entire yard should be considered contaminated.   

Before using any cleaners, any faeces (poo) should be collected, double bagged and thrown out.  

Anything contaminated that can be thrown away and replaced should be. The best household 

cleaner to use to kill parvovirus is bleach (1 part bleach to 30 parts water). It should be used on 

hard surfaces including tiles, concrete, paving, bottoms of shoes etc.  Leave the bleach on the 

surface at least 10-15 minutes. Anything that can be washed in bleach should be.  A veterinary 

cleaner called F10 can be supplied in a spray bottle and used on items that cannot be cleaned with 

bleach.   
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Contaminated carpet, soft furnishings and clothing/bedding should be cleaned thoroughly using a 

colour-safe bleach solution if possible (test it first in case it discolours the material). Soak 

clothing/bedding in the bleach first. Steam cleaning can also be effective if temperatures reach 120-

130 degrees Celsius for 10-15 minutes. Hanging things out in the hot sun to dry can also assist in 

killing off any remaining virus.  

Ultimately, anything that is not a hard object/surface will be difficult to clean adequately.  Once 

areas such as lawn or dirt have been contaminated with parvovirus they are practically impossible 

to adequately clean and unvaccinated dogs should not be allowed in these areas for years after a 

sick dog has been on them. This means any future puppies should not be allowed in the yard until 2 

weeks after their last puppy vaccination.   

Please get all dogs vaccinated by calling a vet to make an appointment (in Port Alberni or with the 

Alberni Vets who visits Tofino and Ucluelet once a month). And DO NOT let your dog roam the 

communities unsupervised – as per the Tla-o-qui-aht Animal Care & Control Bylaw. 

 

James Rodgers 

CARE Network 

250 266 9663 

 

 


