
 

 
 
August 9, 2017 
 
 
Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 
 
 
Re: Reconciliation for Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations 
 
Let me begin by thanking you and your Government for your willingness and 
commitment to improve the relationship between Canada and Indigenous peoples 
across the country. We were honoured to have you in our territory once again and 
thank you for the opportunity to meet and discuss issues of importance to all Nuu-chah-
nulth Nations. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide you with insight from a First Nations’ perspective 
of what reconciliation could and should address. You no doubt are aware of the broad 
range of issues that have plagued our shared relationship since first contact. I will not 
try to reiterate them here but instead reflect upon how they have impacted our people 
and suggest possible solutions. 
 
The most obvious impact has been caused by the loss of care and control of our 
traditional territories. This single factor has been at the root of poverty, loss of language 
and culture and above all, loss of individual and community pride. Although strides have 
been made in the past decade to acknowledge the social impacts created by the 
residential school program, we still have long-standing effects that weigh down many of 
our community members and their families. 
 
To help address the loss of our territories, we entered into treaty negotiations in 2001. 
The process proved cumbersome and expensive while failing to achieve a satisfactory 
outcome for our members. The mandates given both the provincial and federal 
negotiators proved to be limited to a pre-determined set of options that fail to 
recognize the unique history and circumstances of individual nations. For the treaty 
process to be successful in the case of Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations, more progress would 
have been possible if: 
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• The Nation had not been required to take on the burden of significant debt in an 
attempt to regain a modern representation of what already had been theirs; 

• More direct and earlier attention had been paid to resolving perceived boundary 
conflicts between ourselves and our neighbours; 

• Critical and significant lands that were important to Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations 
had been protected from acquisition through Interim Measures; 

• Full cooperation of other Federal departments in recognizing the necessity of 
members being able to participate in traditional harvesting whether fisheries or 
for medicinal/spiritual purposes. 

 
Health and social programs have changed little over the past several decades even 
though there has been a real recognition of the social impacts our shared history. 
Program funding limits have in fact decreased our ability to assist individuals and 
families, as the growth of our communities has far outgrown available resources. More 
importantly programming should be being developed that identifies and resolves the 
underlying traumas that are the experience of most Indigenous communities. 
 
We cannot continue to be dispensers of intervention based services and social 
assistance. Strengthening the supports that will allow our people to regain their pride 
and improve their wellness is the first critical step. We believe that the following 
represents the key critical components of success. 
 

• Language and Culture – these are the two essential elements of self-identity that 
were stripped away from our people through the residential school process. 
Before we will be able change the current state of affairs, we must take real 
steps to regain the language and culture that once made our people strong and 
independent communities. The Federal government spends close to $2B per 
year on K-12 students living on-reserve. With the exception of certain band-
operated schools there is essentially very little that helps both Aboriginal and 
non-aboriginal students give true recognition of the important role First Nations 
have played and can continue to play in the Canadian society. Real reconciliation 
involves a shared understanding of the roles of all Canadians. 
 

• Economic Opportunity – For too long First Nations have been set apart on small 
and isolated reserves which do not provide a proper foundation for economic 
development or easy access to the economy which has developed within their 
traditional territories. Although much effort has gone into supporting First 
Nations in order that they can develop an economy, there has been little or no 
progress on recognizing the value of resources that have and continue to be 
extracted from their territories. This is an area where both the Federal and 
Provincial governments could make small changes to their resource revenue 
models to help balance the playing field for First Nations. 
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• Fisheries – As demonstrated through our Nuu-chah-Nulth Fisheries court case, 
Tla-o-qui-aht and our neighbouring Nations have proven the long-standing 
relationship of the Nuu-chah-nulth with seafood harvesting, both for sustenance 
and economic purposes. 
 
As we have previously outlined, the full implementation of our traditional right is 
critical to both the culture and the financial livelihood of our fishermen and 
fisherwomen. 
 

We have much work to do which must be done together. I quote from a statement 
issued on August 9, 2017 from your office which clearly describes the juncture in time 
where we are today. 

“Our world’s history is one in which the rights, culture, history, and languages of 
Indigenous Peoples have been dismissed or violated for far too long. Today, we 
acknowledge this unacceptable past, and we commit to build a world where the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples are respected. Together, we can continue our journey of 
reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples – and create a better future for all of us.” 

 
Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations is prepared to work with you and your Ministers towards that 
better future you envision. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Elmer Frank 
Chief Councillor 
Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations  


