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June 25th, 2018 

 

Update on Search and Rescue Efforts for Missing Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations Men 

(Tofino, B.C.) In the early hours of June 15th, 2018, a fishing vessel from the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations 

(TFN) community of Opitsaht sank with five individuals onboard. Two individuals were rescued in the 

early hours of the morning, however, three Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations members, Marcel Martin, Carl 

Michael, and Terrance Brown Jr., remain missing. Countless hours have been spent searching and 

supporting the search efforts since the incident occurred.  

Search efforts included members of the Tla-o-qui-aht, Ahousaht and Hesquiaht, First Nations, in 

conjunction with the West Coast Inland Search and Rescue, the local Tofino RCMP Detachment, the 

Canadian Coast guard, and the Canadian Forces. The efforts have been oriented around ensuring extensive 

coverage of the entire Clayoquot Sound area on land, water and by air, with many areas being covered 

multiple times each day. 

At the end of the day on June 16th, 2018, the operation was handed over to the RCMP, from the Joint Rescue 

Co-ordination Centre Victoria (JRCC), as a missing persons case. At that point, the Search and Rescue 

efforts continued, primarily by Tla-o-qui-aht, Ahousaht and Hesquiaht First Nations members, coordinated 

by the Nation. Local tour and transportation operators have and will continue to keep an eye out for any 

signs of the missing men as they continue their business as usual operations.  

Although many questions remain unanswered, the RCMP are actively working on their investigation in an 

attempt to determine an exact sequence of events that lead to the tragedy. Any information that may be 

useful to the investigation should be reported to the RCMP immediately, through their non-

emergency line (250-725-3242). The Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations anticipate the RCMP will complete a full 

investigation of the incident that will hopefully be able to answer many of the remaining questions.  

Rather than contacting the families directly in regard to continued Search and Rescue operations, we ask 

that they are given space during this difficult time, and that you reach out to Elmer Frank 

(elmer.frank@telus.net or 250-726-8281).  

The families and Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations have received fantastic support by means of volunteers, 

financial donations, and in-kind donations throughout the search efforts. We would like to thank all the 

individuals involved in this effort, as well as the District of Tofino and the many local businesses and 

organizations. 

The Nation is requesting that any support available is directed towards the families at this time by way of 

a go fund me campaign, set up on their behalf, that can be found at the following web address: 

www.gofundme.com/providing-for-the-children    

Any additional requests for information and offers of support can also be directed to Connor Paone, the 

Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations Executive Assistant, at execassist@tla-o-qui-aht.org or 250-725-3350. 
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