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          News and updates from Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations

Out of respect for the Late John Hayes,
all our offices will be closed Thurs Oct 28th

 
Offices will be closed for Remembrance Day

on Thursday Nov 11th 
  

Our afterhours emergency lines are as follows:
 

Patient Travel: 250-725-8030
Family Care: 250-725-4483

Public Works: Shawn Quick 250-266-2413 
Housing: Sheila Seitcher 250-725-3248

Tribal Administrator: Jim Chisholm 250-725-2597
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator: 

Elmer Frank 250-726-8281
  

All current contact information for our organization 
is available on our website at: www.tla-o-qui-aht.org  

call 250.725.3350    toll-free: 1.888.425.3350

What’s Happening in
ƛaʔuukʷiʔatḥ
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There will be Tsunami Siren Testing 
in Ty-Histanis/Esowista 

the first Monday of every month starting
in November between 8:30am-noon



Transfer of District Lots 120 & 121, which were part of the old ITA, including District Lot 124 that we
have already recovered. These parcels, along with Parcel 2, will be part of the Bilateral Federal
discussion along with other properties we have an interest in.
Phase 2 & 3 Ty-Histanis Development (92 more housing units and looking at our own fire protection,
school, recreation facilities, ball field, completing the cemetery, etc). The projected build out is for
having 1200 members in the Ty-Histanis/Esowista community.
Addressing Opitsaht’s many issues and needs (sewer, water, seawall, housing, drainage, etc).

Chief Councillor Update on Reconciliation
Chief Moses Martin

I continue to support our Ha’wiih in the spirit of co-operation and 
healing within the Pathway Agreement containing Language 
Revitalization, which is a large piece of our identity. We need to 
make every effort to bring back our language and to understand the 
traditional governance, which for thousands of years took care of us
and sustained us. We now have British Columbia’s commitment to 
work with us on these priorities in the MOU (Memorandum of 
Understanding).

Other opportunities in the Bilateral discussions we have with
 Canada and British Columbia are outstanding issues including:

All of these require careful planning and looking at lessons learned in Phase 1 and are outstanding issues
going back to the original MOU with Canada. So I continue to look at this as an opportunity, we cannot do
this without support from the Community, Ha’wiih, and Council. Thank you for your continuing support. 

 Respectfully,                                       
 
 

Chief Moses Martin                           
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Hiisikcimyim: The Way We Need to Go

From left to right: 
Nakʷiimałni (Simon Tom), Nuupiitačiƛ (Chief Moses Martin)

 & Nuukmiis (Robert Martin) ;  Photo credit: Devon Black

Front page photo:
Tour with Minister Rankin, Minister Osborne and MP Gord Johns in
front of Tiic-Mis-Aq’kin Health Centre in Ty-Histanis on Oct 14, 2021.  
Opitsaht and Tin Wis were also visited, plus a trail tour with the
Tribal Parks team. This historic signing of a Pathway Agreement
between Tla-o-qui-aht and British Columbia sets the table for Tla-o-

qui-aht to negotiate with the Province on issues important to our Citizens. Tla-o-qui-aht Ha’wiih, Elected
Chief Moses Martin and Murray Rankin, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, were in
attendance. Membership were invited to tune in to the Zoom Pathway Signing Celebration, joining virtually
due to the pandemic.

From left to right: Nakʷiimałni (Simon Tom), Nuukmiis (Robert Martin), Hon. Murray Rankin, Seit-cha (Terry Dorward), Hon. Josie
Osborne, Jim Chisholm, Naomi Seitcher, Devon Black, Gord Johns, John Watson, Tiitstiitskau auk suup (Lorena Frank), Muučinik (Bruce
Frank), Ḥiiškʷisinupʷiił (Alex J Frank). 



O C T O B E R  2 7 ,  2 0 2 1 3 / 3 6

Strategic Advisor Update on Reconciliation
John Watson

This MOU with BC reflects the priorities provided to the Tla-o-qui-aht Working Group from the Tla-o-qui-aht
Community Plan and many meetings – some in person but most via Zoom calls over the past two years. The
leadership of the Tla-o-qui-aht Working Group has kept the focus on these stated priorities from the
community. We are finally moving on outstanding commitments to Tla-o-qui-aht regarding additional
economic lands, advancing tribal parks management and stewardship in the Tla-o-qui-aht homelands,
pursuing shared management and importantly benefits including advancing economic, infrastructure and
other interests of the Tla-o-qui-aht. It also commits BC to participate in negotiations with Canada and Tla-o-
qui-aht to recognize and implement Tla-o-qui-aht title, rights and self-determination. The next stage of the
discussions with BC will focus on how to move on each of the areas of the Work plan included in the Schedule
A to this MOU.

Nuupiitačiƛ (Chief Moses Martin) & Hon. Murray Rankin
Photo credit: Devon Black

Hakumʔaał (Iris Frank) & Muučinik (Bruce Frank) 
Photo credit: Devon Black

Tla-o-qui-aht Director of Lands and Resources Update on Reconciliation
Saya Masso

The Lands Department would like to say that we have heard you; we have heard the muschim over these years
and the priorities we have pursued as the result of the Tla-o-qui-aht Community Plan and its priorities. We
continue to provide technical support to the Reconciliation team. We are pursuing the direction from
Membership to advance our Strategic Plans, and do so in a manner that does not sign treaties or surrender our
homeland or detract from our authority to manage the Hahoulthee and benefit from it.

In reviewing the Reconciliation Pathway Agreement, the Lands Department supports all the goals in the
Pathway Agreement and are happy to report that we are meeting all of our goals to date, i.e. our authority to
transform tree farms into protected areas, our goal towards establishing government-to-government decision
making, benefits from the territories to enhance service delivery to Tla-o-qui-aht, all achieved without
surrendering title. We look at this document and only see wins and advancement for Tla-o-qui-aht without
any losses. Again, we have heard you, we are not part of the BC Treaty Commission; we are not pursuing
Treaty Chapter language. The agreement being pursued only advances interests and topics brought forward by
Tla-o-qui-aht. 

We look forward to this coming year helping to design implementation
and achieving funding for many of these interests.
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