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At the August 2016 Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations Day Opening Ceremony, Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau joined our nation as a participant of the TFN Days parade in Tofino.  During 

the PM’s speech, he committed that there would be better relationship developed with his 

government and First Nations.  

In the months preceding the events, Nuu-chah-nulth Nations within the T’aaq-wiihak 

Fisheries group grew discouraged by the negotiations and process with the Federal 

Government and didn’t see that the federal governments commitments weren’t being met. 

Therefore, where they later exited the discussions with DFO. Tla-o-qui-aht responded to 

this action by later stating until the Canadian Government actively honored their 

reconciliation promises that Prime Minister Trudeau wouldn’t be welcome back to the Tla-

o-qui-aht territory.  

In the last 10 months, actions and rhythms have changed. Negotiations, and the pace at the 

negotiations table have taken a different shape. Much more work is to come, and although 

the nations are still challenged by what we currently have to work with, it is an important 

message that our voice is heard and seen through change. The best message and most 

important changes ahead of us are to reconcile and provide an enhanced and collaborative 

Nation-to-Nation relationship.  

The Prime Minister’s visit on August 5th, 2017 reinforces that commitment to move forward. 

Tla-o-qui-aht and other Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations were honored that Mr. Trudeau kept 

his commitment to the First Nations peoples to continue that reconciliation path, and hear 

what challenges and solutions are ahead for us all on a much larger scale that incorporates 

more than our rights based fishery.  

In closing, Tla-o-qui-aht members rest assured, that moving forward, it is our mandate to 

enhance the quality life for our people. The strategy is simple, work together, and find 

solutions that make First Nations peoples of our Nations, and beyond, advance through 

culture, health, social and economic wellbeing.  

In every statement we define our message, in that all we ask for is the respect to be heard. 

We understand through sharing our perspective. Tla-o-qui-aht’s movement is to advance 

our Nation and people forward. Business is strategic, but home is where our heart is, and if 

we can always bring that statement into balance, we can all move forward. Thank you Mr. 

Trudeau for your time, and attention, and we look forward to you and your Governments 

work alongside us as an important step forward.  


